OPINION - for earliest publication. By Gail Lincoln, 606/780-0717

Columbia Gulf Transmission, LLC, filed an application with the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) on November 17, 2025, to construct 42 miles of a 30 inch “natural” gas
pipeline through Rowan, Fleming and Mason counties. Columbia Gulf, owned by TC Energy,
calls this proposed pipeline “The Maysville Project (Docket No. CP26-25-000).” It is projected to
be in-service at the Spurlock Power Plant in Mason County by 2029, about the same time that a
5,000-8,000 acre highly contested data center nearby would be completed (if citizens don’t
manage to stop it).

This proposed pipeline would be built on the property of at least 270 landowners, by
eminent domain “if necessary.” The Fiscal Courts of both Rowan and Fleming counties have
unanimously passed Resolutions opposing the pipeline. They are committed to supporting the
“health, safety, welfare, and property rights” of their residents.

A good example of the potential danger of the pipeline involves Maxey Flats in Fleming
County. Maxey Flats is possibly the largest nuclear Superfund site in the nation and the
“Maysville Project” pipeline would pass about a mile (or less) from it. A gas line explosion could
conceivably combine with this “forever” nuclear waste causing a far greater disaster than the
unrelated gas line explosions in nearby Hillsboro in February and May of 2020. And let’s
remember that Kentucky sits on fault lines, limestone, karst and caves—all of which can lead to
pipeline disruptions.

Although not as dirty as coal, “natural” gas is still a fossil fuel which contributes to the
greenhouse gases that are warming the earth. This rapid warming is causing increasing
environmental disasters (floods, tornadoes, wildfires, etc.) which we all pay for, sometimes with
our lives. Renewable resources are now far cheaper, flexible, and job producing than using
fossil fuels. The energy from renewables (hydro, geo, solar, wind, etc.) can now be stored using
utility-scale batteries made right here in Kentucky. Renewable energy is now reliable energy.

We need to stop sinking money into outmoded fossil fuel infrastructure (the pipeline
alone would cost $402 million or more) and make the transition NOW to renewable sources of
energy. As noted in the excellent booklet “Kentucky’s Energy Transition: Setting the Right Path,”
we will all pay less and enjoy cleaner air, water and better health if we refuse to be saddled with
potentially dangerous and polluting projects like this proposed Columbia Gas pipeline.

PLEASE express your concerns to FERC at one of their public comment sessions below:

Wednesday, January 28" from 5-7:00 p.m. at the YMCA The Center-for Kids, 420 Chenault Drive,
Maysville, KY 41056; 1/606/584-6462 or

Thursday, January 29*" from 5-7:00 p.m. at Simons Middle School, 242 W. Water Street,
Flemingsburg, KY 41041; 1/606/782-0139.

Gail Lincoln owns about 100 acres in Fleming County, most of which is a certified American Tree
Farm. She tries to be a good steward of the earth.



